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and is no real principle, but a mystical assumption ; thought, which is dependent on human consciousness, can no more be the unity which accounts for the universe, than the characteristic features of the leaves of a particular kind of tree can be the sole and adequate explanation of the entire vegetable kingdom.
Further,  materialism   claims   to   be   the   only theory which satisfactorily shows that all things have come to be what they are in a truly natural manner.    When describing the evolution of the universe from unity to multiplicity, it appeals to no arbitrary or imaginary factor, no principle which is supernatural, no process which transcends or contravenes science.    It represents the universe as a self-consistent and perfect system, in which everything that happens follows necessarily from the powers inherent in the system itself.    Theism, on the contrary,  supposes  that  the  universe  in itself is incoherent and imperfect, and that the explanation of many things in it must be sought for out of itself.    It conceives of the matter of the world as created; of its powers as derived ; of its order  as  contrived;   and  of certain  events  and existences  comprehended  in   it  as  produced  by special acts of Divine interposition.    Such a view, say materialists, is essentially anti-scientific.    It implicitly denies  not  only that  the world  is  a scientific unity, but that its phenomena are expli-